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ELECTIONS 

The Legislature passed two bills that will affect eligibility for service on a school board. 

HOUSE BILL 831—RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS TO HOLD PUBLIC OFFICE 
Effective date: January 1, 2020. 

The Texas Election Code defines residence as one’s home and fixed place of habitation to which one 
intends to return after any temporary absence. Under this bill, a person may establish an intent to 
return to a residence after a temporary absence only if the person has made a reasonable and 
substantive attempt to effectuate that intent or has a legal right and practical ability to return to the 
residence. These requirements do not apply to a person displaced from the person’s residence by a 
declared disaster. 

SENATE BILL 2283—SCHOOL BOARD TRUSTEE ELIGIBILITY 
Effective date: September 1, 2019. 

A person is ineligible to serve as a school board trustee if the person has been convicted of a felony. A 
member of the board elected or appointed before the effective date of this bill continues to serve for 
the term to which the member was elected or appointed unless otherwise removed. 

https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/pdf/HB00831F.pdf#navpanes=0
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/pdf/SB02283F.pdf#navpanes=0
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Eligibility: An individual is eligible to be a candidate for, or elected or appointed to, a Texas 
school board if the individual: 
• is a United States citizen;

• is 18 years of age or older on the first day of the term to be filled at the election or on
the date of appointment, as applicable;

• has not been determined by a final judgment of a court exercising probate jurisdiction to be
totally mentally incapacitated or partially mentally incapacitated without the right to vote;

• has not been finally convicted of a felony;

• has resided continuously in the state for 12 months and in the territory from which the
office is elected for six months immediately preceding the following date:

o for an independent candidate, the date of the regular filing deadline for a
candidate’s application for a place on the ballot;

o for a write-in candidate, the date of the election at which the candidate’s name is
written in; or

o for an appointee to an office, the date the appointment is made;

• is registered to vote in the territory from which the office is elected on the date
described above; and

• satisfies any other eligibility requirements prescribed by law for the office.

Tex. Elec. Code § 141.001; Tex. Educ. Code § 11.066.
The Texas Education Code imposes additional requirements: 
• To be elected to a school board, an individual must be a qualified voter: 18 years of age

or older, a U.S citizen, a Texas resident, a registered voter, not determined to be totally
or partially mentally incapacitated by an appropriate court, and not finally convicted of a
felony. Tex. Educ. Code § 11.061; Tex. Elec. Code § 11.002.

• A person is ineligible to serve on a school board if the person has been convicted of a
felony or an offense under Texas Penal Code section 43.02(b) regarding prostitution.
Tex. Educ. Code § 11.066.
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